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Membership continues to
grow, with our attendance
at the Hay Meadow
Festival, held this year at
the Discovery Centre Craven
Arms at the end of July,
swelling membership to 134.

D

uring Autumn 2020
we prepared a number of Marches
Meadow Group
(MMG) projects for inclusion in
the National Trust’s new Stepping Stones Project grant application to the Green Recovery Challenge Fund
(GRCF2). This bid has been
successful with nearly
£500,000 awarded. From
this grant MMG projects
have been allocated just
under £77,000, which allows us to build on the successful project outcomes we
achieved with the previous
award from the People’s
Postcode Lottery.

making poster MMG had commissioned from one of our
members, Sarah Jameson. A
copy was sent to Prince Charles
- a known Meadow enthusiast –
which was acknowledged and
“graciously received”. With

owned by the Group. On October 5th we held for members the
ever popular Meadow Owners’
Question Time, this year at the
National Trust tea room in
Cardingmill Valley. This was a
great opportunity to meet other
members and seek advice on
creating a lawn meadow, enhancing an existing meadow, or
“taming” a difficult site.
Lots of practical advice
was on hand. One of
the main topics was
what to do with spoil
from digging ponds and
seeding of bare areas
generally.
Other events will be
publicised throughout
the year and into next
summer.

Some of the new projects,
which run from September
2021 to March 2023, are
I mentioned in a previcurrently being detailed
ous note that a number
and include creating a show
of new members are
case meadow on publicly
owners of large farms
accessible land, recovering
and estates who might
overgrown field margins
Our new Haymaking Poster by Sarah Jameson
be considering meadusing a flail mower and
ows as one way to beneearly stage meadow creafit from the new Envition using the new flail
ronmental Land Manmower attached to the BCS ma- hindsight perhaps we should
agement Scheme (ELMS),
chine, which was purchased last have enclosed a membership
which rewards land managers
year.
form!
for “delivering additional public
goods that improve the environWe celebrated National MeadMembership continues to grow,
rd
ment”. This includes meadows,
ows day on Saturday June 3 ,
with our attendance at the Hay
rivers etc.. There are also indicarestarting our Events proMeadow Festival, held this year
tions that future legislation will
gramme, with a meeting at Pen- at the Discovery Centre Craven
nerley, which included a visit to Arms at the end of July, swelling include nature recovery strategies down to County level which
Pennerley meadows, a superb
membership to 134. During the
will require input into its formuSite of Special Scientific Interest day we were very busy on the
lation. It is likely to be based on
managed by Natural England, to stand with enquiries from both
the earlier UK Biodiversity Acview the great diversity of speexisting meadow owners and
tion Plans - (UK BAP Classificacies present. We also looked at
those contemplating new meadtions).
local moths trapped the previows or lawn conversions. We
ous evening. We publicised the displayed some of the small(Continued on page 2)
day on Radio Shropshire togeth- scale hay making equipment
er with the launch of the Hay-
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(Continued from page 1)

As membership grows we are
considering how to ensure that
we can maintain good contact
with not just the increasing
number of members, but also
manage the geographical diversity. We recognise that to provide
a cost-effective contracting service to some of the more distant
locations is not possible. We
have noted a cluster of members
in the Church Stretton and Apedale areas, so now have a committee member aiming to create
some local events in that area, to
which all MMG members will be
invited. These will complement
the main MMG events and be
open to all members. Looking

longer term, if we can recruit
sufficient members in those
areas who require haymaking
services, it might be possible to
justify purchasing some additional equipment to service this
hub. If you know of small scale
machine operators in your areas please let Richard know as
we would like to discuss their
capabilities.
This year has been exceptionally busy with finalising spend
on the People’s Postcode Lottery and developing our projects for the GRCF2. My usual
message is - there are lots of
things to do to progress MMG
and we will be delighted to hear
from anyone who could volun-

teer some time to support the
committee. For example, understanding how environmental legislation is developing is
key if we are to organise ourselves effectively and continue
to provide the benefit of our
collective knowledge. Can you
provide some guidance? Simple IT training would be most
welcome for some members of
the committee, to help us deal
more effectively with the growing volume of work, especially
for those operating near to
their technical limits! Can you
help us establish simple systems to communicate more
easily between the committee
and the wider membership?
Recently Clare Donnelly vol-

2021 Membership Report

W

bers, as nearly all chose to remain members this year despite last year’s lack of events.
Thank you to everyone for
sticking with us!

The increase in our membership
is underpinned by the remarkable loyalty of our existing mem-

The return of the Hay Meadow
Festival in July this year was
welcomed by MMG for a number of reasons, foremost being
its capacity to attract new
members to the group. Over
twenty people joined either on
the day or very soon after finding out about the group from
those members who volunteered to help on the stand.

hat a difference a
year makes! This
time last year we
had only been
able to run two outdoor events
and we had 83 members. Now
we have 134 members, which is
an increase of 51 on last year
and with the resumption of our
events programme there have
finally been opportunities to
meet more of these new members.

Hay Making 2021

W

e have been motivated to do this
work by our interest in and
commitment to sustaining traditional hay meadows. When it
goes well, we really enjoy the
work, and a lot to do with that is
working for a good group of
people. Our team of four has a
broad experience of conservation and agricultural contracting. Mark is also a mechanical
engineer which has turned out
to be a key skill in keeping the
machinery going, some of which

unteered to manage our Facebook
page, which has now been revamped and is proving popular
with its links to other sites. Please
visit the site and add some of your
own observations or stories.
Can you share some of your expertise to help the Committee? If so
please contact Richard, myself or
any Committee member who will
be delighted to discuss how you
might contribute. A small input
can generate a big outcome and it
doesn’t tie you into regular committee meetings!
It would be good to hear from you
and have input on the sort of
events that you would like to see in
the programme.

by Siobhan Reedy

New applications are continuing to trickle in thanks to the
event.

something of a membership
hot spot.

As is to be expected the geographical spread of the group
continues to grow. We now
have several new members in
the north of the county, in
Whixall, Melverley and the
Oswestry hills area and the
southern boundaries are continuing to grow with new
members in Ludlow, Llanfair
Waterdine and Neen Sollars.
In the last year the Church
Stretton area has become

The continuing growth in
membership may present
some new (but welcome) challenges in the next year. For
example we may need to look
at new ways of providing our
contractor services over a
larger geographical area. Happily I know the combined
skills of the committee, members with specialist knowledge
and our contractors are very
capable of meeting this challenge.

by Tim Selman
is well over 40 years old. We
have now done this work for two
seasons, and have learnt a lot
during that time and these are
our reflections.

complete a lot of work, but after
that we struggled to find any
other weather windows. This
dragged our work out until early
September. It also meant we had
to abandon traditional hay mak1. Weather. Hay making is dicing on several sites. For us as
tated by those elusive windows
contractors, this stopping and
of fine stable weather, and in a
starting produces other challengchanging climate those are hard- es, balancing family life, holier to find. Our season is also
days, and other work while we
limited by the mid July start.
wait for hay windows is disrupThis year’s pattern seems more
tive and does fritter the summer
typical of our summers now.
away.
During one long stretch of sunny
weather in July we managed to
(Continued on page 3)
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View towards Stiperstones from Asterton Bank on the Long Mynd

One of the things we enjoy
is going to the wide range
of locations, far and wide,
large and small. Indeed
we also really like meeting
all of the landowners we
work with.

(Continued from page 2)

2. Equipment. We have been
working with MMG to accumulate the equipment needed to
undertake the variety of tasks on
the range of sites across the geographical area. Things are improving all of the time, but this
year we have had a series of
knock backs which made things
difficult. The first was our ‘new’
baler (which is 42 years old)
developed a fundamental problem with its knotter after a few
bales. It took several weeks to
get parts and fix this, but it
meant the first sites, in the best
weather, had to be done with
borrowed and inadequate equipment which cost a lot of time.
The baler once fixed was used
again and then hit a bit of
branch wood which caused a key
drive component to fracture.
Although MMG have brought
together a good set of kit, if this
service is to continue, there are
some things that need to be addressed to make things easier.
3. Geography. One of the things
we enjoy is going to the wide
range of locations, far and wide,
large and small. Indeed we also
really like meeting all of the
landowners we work with. The

challenge for us is getting
around the sites with the right
equipment at the right time.
These logistics are the things
that are the most taxing. As
much as this work is never
going to make us wealthy,
even with a bigger team and
improving equipment, it is
difficult logistically and financially to make it work. It is
very disruptive to the three or
four months the work takes
for us and our families. It can
take several hours to drop off
the equipment from yesterday
and swop it for today’s machine, then transport it the
right site. Sometimes the job
in hand may only take an hour
or so, but the travel and transfer can take 3 or 4 hours. Our
current agreement means we
only get paid for hours on site,
so some days we don’t make
much at all. This year with a
bigger team we managed this
better, and want to work towards a future service that can
be more efficient, and adaptable to our unpredictable summers.
However, we do have some
recommendations to make the
work easier, and we will put
these to the MMG committee.

Despite the various setbacks
we completed many of the jobs
requested by MMG members.
Twenty such jobs were started
and only one was not completed, taking a total of just over
211 hours. Most of the work
undertaken was hay-making,
but green hay was transferred
from one site to two sites to
enhance the sward of the latter; in addition, one site had
an area of rough grassland
flailed with the new BCS flail
attachment.
The equipment is definitely
improving; the BCS suite of
attachments is really good.
The Lamborghini with its new
loader is a great machine,
small and powerful, manoeuverable and fast on the road.
What is missing now is a set of
equipment to match this so
that the often small, complicated and inaccessible sites
can be worked easily. If this is
cracked, possibly with another
medium sized tractor, then we
can be more productive when
the opportunities arise. We
don’t see the need for the Siromer sized range as the BCS
fills this niche, and would rather see investment in better

equipment for the Lamborghini
sized machine.
Working with MMG we still
believe that there is an interesting opportunity to work with
and beyond the membership to
create a sustainable and viable
meadow management service.
Hay, green hay, meadow seed,
meadow restoration and creation, even perhaps grazing, create an interesting portfolio. It
does not feel we have quite got
there yet, there are difficulties
and frustrations, but incrementally we hope it is possible to
find a way.
Thanks to all of the MMG members who we have met and
worked with, and indeed have
paid for our services.
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Phase 2 of the Stepping Stones Project
By David Poynton

T

he Stepping Stones
Project has been
awarded a grant
from the Green Recovery Challenge Fund to continue their work connecting
habitats between the Stretton
hills, Long Mynd and Stiperstones.
Stepping Stones supports
environmental activities
by local farmers, landowners,
community and volunteer

groups within the project area. Our own Marches Meadow
Group of volunteers, has identified opportunities for using
these funds to support our
conservation work via a number of projects.
We have been awarded a total
of ~£76,500 which will be
spent between September
2021 and March 2023 on a
variety of new projects from
new meadows establishment
and improvement projects,
survey work and purchase of
equipment to ensure traditional hay making techniques
can be sustained by the group.
There is some allocation relating to the general running of
the group to allow the development and publicity of, for
example, the event programme, targeted at sharing
our activities with as wide an
audience as possible. Additionally, as the group grows,
the coordination of green hay
transfers to new sites and the
timing of good quality mead-

ow seed collection becomes
ever more complex, all coupled
to the unpredictability of
weather!
Meadow creation is covered by
two main projects; the first is
The Showcase Meadow,
which will initially need to locate and assess suitable sites to
create a new meadow area
complete with interpretation
boards. We will produce a

shortlist of sites meeting criteria such as public access and
determine which techniques we
can use to enhance the species
richness of the site. Once the
initial work is complete interpretation boards will explain
the key features of the meadow
and future management routines to sustain the improvements.
Meadow margins over time can
lose the diverse variety of plant
species as coarser grasses start
to dominate, often as a result of
these areas being left uncut at
haymaking time, because of
equipment turning circles. The
hay quality will deteriorate
over time as each year it is left
uncut and the margins become
“no-go areas”. The second project, The Margins, Headlands and Uneven Ground
Meadow Creation, will require some additional smallscale equipment to restore
these areas. To deal with coarse
vegetation a flail mower attach-

ment for the BCS Bank Commander cutter will be purchased together with a buck
rake which will help clear
coarse vegetation. A number
of potential sites will be evaluated for treatment, coarse vegetation removed to a biodigester, if necessary, and either seed or green hay applied
to the prepared site.
A Small-scale Tractor for
use by MMG or MMG’s contractors will be purchased,
enabling the area of hay meadows under development to be
increased. During green hay
treatments there is a short
time period during which all
operations will need to be
completed. A second reliable
tractor will allow for more,
efficient and productive operations.
The Coordination of Group
Operations will be assisted
by a grant made to MMG,
which will cover a number of
areas, to include for example
the following; the maintenance and Spring preparation
of the different items of hay
making equipment, the planning and co-ordination of both
the green hay programme and
seed collection schedules and
preparative work on the creation of new meadows. Detailed
analysis of the cost benefit of
haymaking operations from
our historical data and its
comparison with commercially
available information will be
made.
It is likely that a number of
individuals will be used to
achieve the outcomes necessary on all these programmes.
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Plant Surveys 2021

L

ast year’s record of 20
plant surveys for
MMG members was
exceeded by one in
2021, but these covered a
smaller area of approximately
37 ha (91 acres). Again the surveys were divided between Rob
Rowe and Richard Small working independently, with only
one or two sites towards the
end of the season where a joint
visit was possible. Most visits
have been written up as short
advisory reports, but five reports from last year have not
yet been completed, for which
Richard (who is writing the
reports) apologises.

Facebook
Update

By Richard Small

Most surveys were for new
sites, but a few were repeat
surveys either to check for early
season plants that may have
been missed in 2020 or to assess progress since an earlier
survey. It was heartening to see
the increase in species in some
of the latter sites – one in particular had gained about 20
meadow plant species
(increasing from 31 species in
2015 to over 50 species) without addition of green hay or
seed except for a few small areas sown with Yellow Rattle in
2015 and again a year or so
later. Some of these 'new' species may have been present in
the seed bank and others

(e.g.Common Spotted Orchid)
may have arrived from nearby
fields.
There were a few very good
sites that will, with the owners’
permission, be future sources of
green hay and/or seed that will
enhance some of the potential
meadows identified.
The list of members requesting
surveys for 2022 is already
growing, and we are delighted
that another experienced plant
surveyor has offered her services to spread the load.

The new Public Facebook group was created in July this year.

By Clare Donnelly
Why?
To promote the Marches Meadow Group and attract new members
To raise awareness about the importance of meadows for biodiversity, carbon sequestration and flood
prevention
To share educational material, knowledge and details of relevant events
How?
By regularly posting photographs and other material that may be of interest
By engaging with other conservation Facebook pages e.g. Plantlife, RSVP and UK Butterflies
By running competitions to win a Hay meadow Poster and recently some packets of yellow rattle seeds
Please email Clare with any interesting stories or beautiful images that can be posted on our facebook
page:
info@belmorefarm.co.uk

The Stats

Total page likes

101

Page reach last 28 days

1136 (up 311)

Post engagement.

170
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Hay Meadow Festival 2021

MMG members responded
to the call for volunteers
magnificently – more than
20 members staffed the stall
throughout the day, with
some stalwarts on the stand
for almost all the day.

By Richard Small

D

espite a forecast for
showers, the day of
the Hay Meadow
Festival dawned dry,
and apart from two tiny showers, stayed that way all day. The
government played its part by
relaxing the lockdown rules two
days before the event, meaning
that the Festival was probably
the first opportunity many visitors had had for attending any
sort of organised event for
months.
For the first time the Festival
was held at the Discovery Centre, Craven Arms (previous Festivals had been held in the field
opposite The Bog Visitor Centre). In planning meetings old
Hay Meadow Festival hands had
tried to emphasise the popularity of previous events, but everyone was delighted when the
number of tickets sold was
about 430, almost double previous Festivals. This did lead to
some logistical problems with
parking etc. but these were
largely resolved during the
morning.
MMG members responded to
the call for volunteers magnificently – more than 20 members
staffed the stall throughout the
day, with some stalwarts on the
stand for almost all the day. It
had seemed rather embarrassing to state that we needed so
many free tickets when the initial offer had been two per
stand, but the numbers were
needed as there was a good flow
of visitors to the stand through-

out the day, and at times the
flow surged and the volunteers
did well to keep up with the demand. MMG volunteers also
staffed the toss-a-bale competition, with competitors aged
from 6 to 60!
Most of the visitors were there
to learn about hay meadows,
and as with many existing MMG
members, many were keen to
develop a meadow on their lawn
or in a field or two that they
owned. The level of interest can
be best judged by the number of
new MMG members – around
15 on the day and several more
since. Remembering that in
June we celebrated reaching the
milestone of 100 members, to
have signed up almost 20 new
members as a result of the Festival was wonderful.

There was much interest in the
seed harvester and the BCS machine we had on display. We
perhaps should have supplied
briefing notes on these as not all
MMG volunteers were familiar
with their operation, but taking
the cover off the seed harvester
revealed its inner workings that
made explanations much easier.
It would have been good to
demonstrate these machines in
action, but considerations of
safety and the need for one of
MMG’s contractors to be on
hand to operate the BCS meant
that a static display had to suffice.
As well as signing up new members volunteers sold the Hay
Making posters designed by Sarah Jameson, and trialled cards
that used elements from the
poster. Both were popular, and if
we hadn’t been giving new members a poster many more would
have been sold. In the week before the Festival Simon Cooter
had used the seed harvester to
collect seed from Natural England’s Pennerley Meadows, and
David Poynton had packaged the
seed for sale, raising funds for
MMG and hopefully enhancing
some meadows. There may be a
little of this seed remaining if
you missed the chance to buy it
at the Festival.
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…….and the Scything Competition!
By Mary Ellis, secretary of SABI (scything association of Britain and Ireland)

T

he meadow selected
for the festival and
scything competition
was uneven, lumpy
ground with dense, wiry vegetation including dock, lady’s bedstraw, yellow trefoil, mallow and
thistles creating very tough
mowing conditions.
It was a dry weekend. Heavy
rain had been forecast, but there
were only two micro showers of
about two minutes each during
the day. At dawn there had been
absolutely no dew which didn’t
help the mowing conditions, but
was lovely for the campers.
In the morning a steady stream
of festival goers signed up for
the scythe Have a Go session. In
all about 50 people tried mowing, led by Mary E and Jane
O’R. One person stayed nearly
an hour and returned later for a
second go. Bitten by the bug, he
will be going on a scythe course
and help out mowing locally
with Simon Cooter up at the
Stiperstones.
In parallel, Jim McV led a mowing clinic to review people’s
scythe set up and technique,
while Peter B and Shane O’R
started running the heats. When
Shane went to help with the
long queue of Have a Goers,
Hannah Holden took over with
the heats. New to the scything
scene, she and partner Joe Hay-

wood are a real asset, and decent mowers too!
Have a Go originally intended
for 11 till 1pm, ran on well beyond that, and the scything clinic extended into the afternoon
with Jim and Peter helping people to improve their mowing.
The scything heats (how far can
you mow a 1.8m wide strip in 1
minute) attracted about 20 entrants competing to win one of
the 12 places in the 5×5 metre
final. Peter Blackwell came first
in the heats with a distance of
just over 7m followed by Beth
Tilston with a distance of
4.40m.
In the afternoon, the 5×5 meter
finals, Peter Blackwell came first
overall and first for quality with
a score of 6.5 in 4:29 minutes.
Second was Phil Holden – faster
at 3:31 but with a quality of 3.5,
and third Jim at 5:24 minutes
and quality of 5.5. Best women’s
was Beth, quality 6.5 with a time
of 6.5. Congratulations to the
best newcomer Hannah Holden
who first scythed only a couple
of weeks ago at the Northern
Festival. In the Heats she
mowed 1.9m with a quality of 6.
Simon Cooter suggested a new
class ‘Best Standard Blade’
meaning any blade no greater

than 75cm. Phil Holden won
this, mowing with a 60cm
blade.
Team mowing was very exciting and a truly amazing team
won (can you tell Shane wrote
this bit?). Team 1 led off with
Phil Holden (no relation to
Hannah) with Jim following
on, then SABI’s newest member Miraslav, and Joe Haywood (who’s only been scything a few weeks), Shane and
then Phil H again to finish the
last 8 metres.
Team 2 led by Beth, followed
by Alex, then Hannah, Peter
Blackwell and a final scrabble
to the end by Beth, came a
close second.
In the deadly serious brushcutter vs scythe, the brushcutter, expertly driven by Joe
Penfold, was hopelessly slower
than several times champion
Peter’s scythe, because it was
choked by the dense and wiry
stems.
There was also a hay bale tossing competition, won by Joe
Haywood (so officially the
biggest tosser of the day) and
a traditional team hay race
with
Ian
Cheesebororgh,
Charlie Bell, Alex and Joe

Penfold beating Miraslav, Ron,
Peter and Simon who had arguably tougher conditions.
Neither Phil nor Fergus Batten
competed because they had a constant stream of customers at the
scythe stall. Let’s hope some of
those are competitors next year.
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In Praise of Yellow Rattle

By Beverley White

I

t has been just over a year since we began our journey to create a wildflower meadow in a small field next to our house. We are lucky
that the land has been managed as a low input hay meadow for many years, so are using a light touch to see how we can help support
nature to increase the biodiversity and enhance and enrich the habitat. I have read a lot about creating wildflower meadows and
what I have learned above all else, is that the key to improving the range of flora and fauna is to lower fertility and suppress the vigorous grasses….and the cornerstone of achieving this is Yellow Rattle…..
After the hay cut last year, sheep were put on the field for aftermath
grazing. This kept the grass short, but in order to introduce Yellow
Rattle I needed to create some exposed areas of soil. So in late Autumn, using only what I had available to me as a gardener, I cut a
strip of grass 8 feet wide across the field as low as I could with my
lawn tractor and raked off between cuts by hand, but did not achieve
anywhere near the 50% of exposed soil that I needed to sow the
seed.

After some research I invested in an Agri-Fab Tine De-thatcher.
This attachment is just pulled behind a lawn tractor and works
much like a spring tine harrow.

After a couple of days of rain, which softened the ground, and making 3 or 4 passes along the cut strip,
this harrow broke up the sward well and exposed the soil........I continued across the field in the same
way, leaving around 24 feet uncut between each 8 foot strip. These harrowed strips were made at 90
degrees to the prevailing wind, which would hopefully help to spread any seed across the field in the
future. More passes worked better than trying to set the tines too deep and it was much easier work
with the ground having been rained on.
The weather was set fair for the next week and the ground was wet, so I
sowed my Yellow Rattle seed and waited……. There was no more I could do.

Spring arrived ….another anxious time. Had I done everything right for the Yellow Rattle to emerge?
Had the seed been chilled enough over the Winter? From early February, I started making daily checks
for any signs of germination, not sure what I was looking for, but
once I knew, I could see it everywhere.

The germination was near 100% and as temperatures rose the
seedlings grew fast and you could see that this semi-parasitic
annual had significantly reduced the grass, with wide rows of
yellow flowers showing through.

9
And in those scorching hot 2 weeks in the height of Summer, I made sure that I took the time to harvest this “seed gold”, collecting as much as I could using a sweep net and storing it for later.
The Yellow Rattle had done so well, would there be enough grass for a hay crop…., but no need to worry
and we had a good harvest when it was cut in mid-July…..

….and when the field was cut and the hay turned, you could hear the
hollow sound of the Yellow Rattle seed pods as the tractor passed
over the sown strips, and even baled up, there it was poking out of
the outer netting.

And so we come full circle ….. and we begin again..…. The age old cycle of sowing
and harvest and hopefully creating a wildflower meadow on the way……….a marathon not a sprint…..

Stretton and Apedale Meadows
By John Bacon and Adrian Cullis

I

t's great that there is growing interest by meadow owners located in the east of the MMG's area
around The Strettons and Apedale with several requesting visits during the past year to discuss
and advise on management options. These were crowned when several owners came together
on 20th July for an excellent tour by Peter Carty, of the National Trust's lovely Jinlye Meadows.
Management of the eastern Ragleth group of meadows has continued with late winter and early spring grazing by Badger Face
sheep to get the grass really short so that from late April through
to September the butterflies, bees and other insects could enjoy
the flower nectar harvest. An interpretation board funded by the
Stepping Stones Project, was put up adjacent to the Ragleth Hill
footpath describing the management and wildlife of these special
small meadows.

The 1kg of Hay Rattle seed spread last autumn on to NT's
Ragleth meadow, to reduce the vigour of the grasses, germinated
really well and thanks to the taking of a hay crop in August by
contractors Jeremy and Joe Dale, this year’s seed has now been
spread even wider! This has been followed by the spreading of
green hay and 2.5kg of 'Grass Grabber harvested seeds from the
adjacent County Wildlife Site meadows SO 49.41.
At the time of writing we have just had a really enjoyable
'Ragleth Meadows' tour, and a demonstration of the Grass Grabber brush seed harvester to the Trustees of the AONB Trust (a
visit postponed from last year due to Covid 19) which had kindly
contributed £2k to its purchase
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The Committee

W

e are always looking for new members, so
if you, or your friends or neighbours have
a meadow that needs managing or you are
just interested in the project please get in
touch with us. You can do this via our website or by
contacting either David Poynton, the chair of our committee or our secretary, Richard Small.

David Poynton

Chair

Richard Small

Secretary

Paul Simon

Treasurer

Siobhan Reedy

Membership

Martin Bonathan

Publicity

Rob Rowe

Events

Adrian Donnelly
Simon Cooter (NE)
Charlie Bell
Adrian Cullis

Their email addresses are:
David Poynton

d.j.poynton@gmail.com

Richard Small

richard.w.small@gmail.com

Martin Bonathan
This newsletter was edited by Martin Bonathan as the website and publicity officer of MMG, a role he has performed for over four years.
Martin has indicated his intention to retire from the role at the AGM in May 2022, and we are seeking a replacement. Please put yourself
forward if you feel you could take on the role, ideally overlapping with Martin for the remainder of his term to aid transition.
MMG thanks Martin for compiling this newsletter and for his work on the committee during the formative years of MMG during which his
website and publicity activities have been instrumental in MMG’s growth.

Please have a look at 0ur website to learn more about the group or access our contact and membership forms . If you are already a member you can also access our Facebook Page, Marches Meadow Group.

In addition to the Marches
Meadows Group Programme the opportunity
exists to attend the
“Community Wildlife
Groups’ Plant Group”
events organised in the
Camlad, Rea Valley and
Upper Onny areas and
events organised by the
Middle Marches Community Land Trust

