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Interest in membership is
still strong reflecting the
sustained support for the
MMG vision of reversing
the decline in species-rich
meadows in our area of
influence.

ooking back at the
annual newsletter of
2019 there were no
hints at the complexity
of events that would unfold
during this past year of operation. I hinted then at seed
collection as an interesting
additional resource within the
Group, but importing a machine from Australia during
the early stages of the Covid-19
crisis with airlines cancelling
flights daily, was not easy - but
it eventually arrived - so we are
now set for its greater use during 2021. (See the article by
one of our members John Bacon). We have purchased it
with an award from People's
Postcode Lottery and the successful application for additional funding from the AONB
Conservation Fund.

by David Poynton

learned in early 2020 that we
had been granted lottery funding (see the background report
from the Project Officer Charlie Bell). It has allowed the
purchase of some additional
hay making equipment to tackle the increasing demands for
green hay, plus implementing
a mix of detailed projects
agreed by the Committee. These projects aim to balance the purchase of capital
items alongside projects allowing for example mapping of
our members meadows, site
plant surveys and greater involvement of the general public. The Hay Meadow Festival,
which was to be held at the
Discovery Centre, Craven
Arms was planned to be the
big event of the year with
MMG and other wildlife
groups displaying to
Rob Rowe using the Grass Grabber at Hurdley Hall.
the general public what
was happening in
the region.
Despite
detailed
planning
the festival
had to be
cancelled another
Covid-19
casualThe Covid crisis meant we had
ty. As the National Trust went
to cancel all our early events in
into lockdown with many of its
this year's programme includstaff furloughed, the project
ing the AGM and talk by Pete
looked, at one stage, as if it
Carty on the Stepping Stones
might be cancelled. Strong
Project and the Marches
lobbying for the project’s conMeadow Group (MMG) intinuation by Andrew Hearle
volvement through People’s
and Charlie Bell of NT was
Postcode Lottery . We had

supported by MMG. This project survived, despite many
others being cancelled. With
the delayed transfer of funds
from NT and the hay making
season on us we have just
about caught up, although the
weather turned! Since we had
already specified the equipment, orders were placed for a
reliable second-hand tractor
and square baler. This Lamborghini tractor will greatly
increase our flexibility as demand for green hay has been
even stronger this year which
has kept our new contractors
Mark Oldham, Mark
Wadsworth and Tim Selman
very busy during the periods
of dry weather. Our new small
-scale equipment with attachments also purchased with
grant money, is based on the
BCS Bank Commander pedestrian tractor. Its small size
should be a real bonus on
small and difficult sites.
The original cancelled Events
programme restarted with the
visit to Forestart near Shrewsbury. Around 14 members
were shown their seed processing equipment used to
clean both tree and wild flower seed which they collect
from a variety of locations
throughout the UK. Later in
the day we viewed their nearby nursery beds of single species meadow plants - their
source of truly locally grown
plants.
Despite the enormous disruption to our planned activities
this year, it is very pleasing to
see that the majority of our
(Continued on page 2)

(Continued from page 1)

members have kept faith with
us and our numbers are at
record levels. Interest in
membership is still strong,
reflecting the sustained support for the MMG vision of
reversing the decline in species-rich meadows in our area
of influence.
Our greatest potential publicity opportunity was to demonstrate our new Australian seed
collector on the Countryfile
programme, which was unfortunately dashed at the last
minute. We were well prepared and ready to go but the

senior BBC programme bosses
decided to major on other topics. However, two MMG members, Pete Carty and Simon
Cooter, did appear, explaining
to TV audiences the importance of The Stepping
Stones Project. Maybe MMG
will feature next year .
This year has opened up many
new and exciting avenues in
which to take our group but if
we are to fully capitalise on
them, we will need some more
of your help. I am most grateful for the work carried out by
the Committee over the past
year but please do get in touch
if you would like to help or be
more involved with any of our
activities. Within the member-
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ship there is clearly a lot of experience which can help us all
to achieve our goals and contribute to increasing the area of
wildflower species-rich meadows in our region. As always
talk to Richard or myself or any
Committee member if you
would like to help or you have
expertise that could lighten the
load. A novice learning the
complexities and legalities of
purchasing a machine from the
other side of the world when
normal systems are collapsing
is not to be lightly repeated. We
found out later that one of our
members was an experienced
importer! What other talents
do we have within the Group?
Do let us know please!

MMG Hay-making, Green Hay and Seed
Harvesting Operations 2020
‘A record number of 20
plant surveys, covering
approximately 53 ha (131
acres) were completed this
year

I

n early 2020 we had
hoped to acquire additional hay-making machinery with the People’s Postcode Lottery award
as described elsewhere.
However, Covid-19 delayed
the release of the funds so
that most of the equipment
did not arrive until August,
well into the hay-making
season. Nonetheless most of
the new kit has been pressed
into service and has contributed to MMG’s services to
members.
Additional kit would have
been of relatively little value
without more than one contractor to use it, and MMG
was fortunate to identify a
team of contractors who took
on the usual work, and much
more, this year. The team
comprised Tim Selman,
Mark Oldham and Mark

Loading Green Hay

Wadsworth and to ensure a
smooth transition Paul
Roughley agreed to coordinate the team and to
explain or demonstrate the
peculiarities of the original
MMG equipment. The team

by Richard Small
ensured the machinery was
ready for the start of the season (largely through Mark
Oldham’s engineering skills)
and have helped JP (John
Brayford) to find, assess and
collect used machinery for
MMG.
In the past green hay exchanges have largely relied
on MMG volunteers for raking, loading and strewing the
green hay. When this works
well it’s a great community
activity, but the difficulty of
assembling a team of volunteers, often at short notice,
was exacerbated this year
with Covid-19 restrictions.
Consequently the contracting
team were asked to add
green hay operations to the
hay-making tasks. The result
has been a much increased
exchange of green hay with
four donor sites contributing
green hay to ten recipient
sites. As
green hay
should not be
taken from
the donor
sites more
than once in
three years
we may not
be able to
sustain this
level unless
more highquality donor
sites can be
identified.
An option on
green hay seed harvesting
became possible when the
Australian-made Grass Grabber seed harvester arrived.
There were some initial issues, particularly grass stems
wrapping around the brush

bearings, but a team led by
David Poynton and John Bacon experimented with various modifications; in the end
only two of these were needed
and the machine was used to
collect seed at a number of
sites. The seed collected at
Hill Cottage and Hurdley Hall
(where the meadow is itself a
product of seed harvested
from Montgomeryshire’s Coronation Meadow) plus some
Yellow Rattle seed from Paul
Roughley’s smallholding totalled c. 5.5 kg (plus a similar
amount for the Verges Project) which was distributed to
six MMG members with a
small income to MMG for use
of the harvester. In addition,
Rob Rowe negotiated a wholesale price well below the normal retail price for Yellow
Rattle seed from Forestart.
Hay-making was again hampered by poor weather with
only a few sufficiently long
spells to make hay. Regrettably the hay crop on one of the
larger sites was largely lost to
the weather and equipment
failings – here more than elsewhere the new (to MMG)
equipment may have made
the difference if it had been
available earlier; hopefully
next year these larger sites can
be accommodated. However,
it may still be better for members with larger land-holdings
to look to local agricultural
contractors. It took until the
end of September to fulfil all
the members’ requests; oddly,
early to mid September provided some of the best haymaking weather.
Last year’s report suggested
we needed to develop the marketing of our valuable prod(Continued on page 3)

(Continued from page 2)

uct. A member has suggested
that if MMG could identify
customers for hay members
could offset their cutting and
hay-making costs while still
contributing a proportion of
the income to MMG. Whether
we follow this suggestion or
not it would be extremely
useful if one or two members
would undertake to develop
the marketing of hay to local
stables, livery yards, smallholders and farmers.
However, there is some demand for hay within our
membership. This year a
member who had kindly made
available species rich green
hay needed to replace the lost
feed hay, and an e-mail appeal brought forward several
offers that were taken up,
allowing other members to
recoup some of the costs of
making their hay.
A record number of 20 plant
surveys, covering approximately 53 ha (131 acres) were
completed this year; some of
these were for sites surveyed
late in the 2019 season and

one was a re-survey to assess
the success of green hay supplied in 2016. Covid-19 restrictions meant Rob Rowe
and Richard Small worked
independently rather than
visiting survey sites together,
but the large number of surveys may have meant this was
necessary even without social
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grass species and, equally importantly, enthusiastic owners
who are keen to improve their
meadows.

In addition to these activities
MMG has been involved with a
number of other partner organisations by, for
example,
arranging
green hay for
the National
Trust’s Firtree
Farm meadows, baling
hay from The
Knapp made
by the
John Bacon explaining his manFriends of
agement of a National Trust
Castle Pulmeadow on Ragleth Hill.
verbatch, and
collecting
seed for use
distancing. Most visits have
by the Verges Project. Green
been written up as short advihay from local churchyards was
sory reports, but to date four
offered to MMG members by
reports have not yet been
Caring for God’s Acre.
completed, for which Richard
(who is writing the reports)
Looking ahead to next year we
apologises. As last year most
should be in a much stronger
of the surveyed fields fell into
position, with an experienced
the ‘would benefit from enteam of contractors (who have
hancement’ category but
already indicated their willingmany had a good range of
ness to continue). We will have
three sets of kit of various sizes
that should allow hay-making
and green hay operations on
fields of all sizes. All we need
now is good weather!

Membership Report
by Siobhan Reedy

……..we now have 86
members. This is the
highest number we have
reached since the group
was formed in 2015

T

he world may have
turned upside down
and this year’s programme of events may
have almost ground to a halt
but thankfully most of our
members have loyally renewed
their membership and 21 new
members have joined the group
since January. As a result, we
now have 86 members. This is
the highest number we have
reached since the group was
formed in 2015. Normally the
events and activities we run or
those that we participate in,
such as the Hay Meadow Festival, are a reliable way of recruiting new members. So, it is all
the more remarkable that despite only being able to run two
events since the end of March
our membership has increased
rather than diminished. Word
of mouth seems to be becoming
an increasingly common explanation for how new members
are finding out about MMG. As
the range of services provided
by the group grows and our
public profile increases it seems

MMG members at Forestart

likely more new members will
come to us in this way. As the
number of members continues
to grow so too does their geographical spread. In the last
year six new members from
the Church Stretton area have
joined, making this a cluster
area along with the Minsterley
and Bishops Castle areas. 12
members live over the border
in Powys but the prize for the
most distant member goes to a

recent recruit who lives in
London! (He does though
manage some local land). The
annual membership subscription remains at £15 per household. Subscriptions are due at
the AGM in May. For those
members who join between
January and May subscriptions extend to the second
AGM after joining.

S

tepping Stones is a
landscape-scale nature conservation
project in the Shropshire Hills. The project area
covers over 200km² within
the Shropshire Hills Area of
Outstanding Natural Beauty
(AONB) and includes two
major sites of conservation
importance: Long Mynd and
the Stiperstones. The programme is led by the National Trust, who employ the two
project staff: Andrew Hearle
and myself, Charlie Bell. It
was developed in partnership
with several organisations
including Natural England,
Shropshire Wildlife Trust
and the AONB Partnership.
The overall aim of the project
is to ensure that wildlife can
thrive in and move through
the landscape. The two core
sites of Long Mynd and the
Stiperstones will be connected by strengthening or creating ‘stepping stones’ and
corridors of habitat between
them. In practice, this
means creating and restoring
areas of heathland, flowerrich grasslands and broadleaved woodland, and linking
them via an interconnected
network of wildlife-rich
hedgerows, road verges,
hillsides and streamside wetlands

The Stepping Stones
Project
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by Charlie Bell, Project Officer

View towards Stiperstones from Asterton Bank on the Long Mynd, showing much of the project area

The problem
Why is such a project needed? The landscape of the Shropshire Hills is changing and much of its
characteristic wildlife is in decline. Centuries of traditional, low-intensity livestock farming has created a beautiful landscape with a wealth of natural features and wildlife. However, the difficulties of
farming with poor soils and harsh weather, in combination with challenging market conditions and
the current system of grants and subsidies, have brought about changes that have negatively impacted the landscape and its wildlife.
These changes have resulted in an intensification of land use and consequently a landscape that is
losing wildlife and landscape character. Priority habitats such as heathland, flower-rich grasslands,
mires and wet flushes have been lost and continue to be replaced by intensively managed pasture.
Many linking features such as hedgerows, road verges, field trees and streams have also been destroyed or degraded, isolating the remaining habitat patches. Ecologically speaking the Long Mynd
and the Stiperstones have become cut-off from each other and from the surrounding land.

The landscape of the
Shropshire Hills is changing
and much of its
characteristic wildlife is in
decline

The effect of these changes is that some of the species once characteristic of the Shropshire Hills,
such as ring ouzel, adder and high brown fritillary butterfly, are locally extinct. Others, such as curlew, mountain pansy and small pearl-bordered fritillary butterfly, are disappearing fast and are in
need of urgent conservation action.
The area’s mosaic of upland and lowland habitats also means it will be on the frontier of climate
change. We anticipate seeing existing species moving north and uphill, with new species migrating in
from the south and the lowland. This makes the need for connectivity within the landscape more important than ever, to facilitate these movements, provide a new home for species on the move, and
prevent extinctions.

A landscape-scale approach
Ratlinghope churchyard in
2020, a valuable stepping stone

The idea for a landscape-scale
partnership conservation project in the Shropshire Hills has
been in development for over a
decade, since the publication
in 2010 of the influential white
paper ‘Making Space for Nature’ by Professor John Lawton. This independent review
of England's wildlife sites and
the connections between them
concluded that the existing
network was inadequate for
the protection of nature. Prof.

Lawton’s recommendations
have become a mantra
amongst landscape-scale conservationists: we need ‘more,
bigger, better and joined’ nature reserves, set within a wider landscape that is more
wildlife friendly.
This approach has been key to
the development of the Stepping Stones project and our
approach to a ‘nature recovery
network’ across the Shrop-

shire Hills. By restoring priority habitats and joining up the
landscape through habitat
corridors and wildlife stepping stones, we hope this project will enhance biodiversity.
In addition, this approach will
deliver a wide range of public
benefits such as cleaner water,
recreation and carbon sequestration.
Both the agricultural and
tourism sectors are at a cross-

roads. Farming is a keystone
of the local economy and the
potential for tourism in the
project area is also large.
Things are changing rapidly in
both sectors, with Brexit and
Covid-19 offering new challenges but also opportunities.
It feels like a pivotal moment
for both sectors, with choices
to be made about how to reconcile the need for economic
development with the protection and enhancement of the
landscape and its wildlife. We
hope the Stepping Stones project could help facilitate the

The Stepping
Stones Project

Our work with farmers
The future of the Shropshire Hills depends on thriving farms that
produce high quality food and take care of the landscape. We are
currently working with a group of local farmers to explore ways of
managing the land that create a healthy natural environment, restore the characteristic landscape and increase wildlife as an integral part of a profitable farm business. The second phase of this
work will be to support groups of neighbouring farmers to help
them join up their farm plans in ways that deliver environmental
benefits that are connected across the wider landscape. If the approach is a success it will influence Government thinking about
future payment schemes and support for farmers in delivering environmental outcomes.

The Marches Meadow Group
The MMG is a hugely important group within the Stepping Stones project. The work
of the MMG effectively promotes the creation of habitat
patches – in this case wildliferich grassland – that act as
stepping stones throughout the
landscape. One of the great
things about MMG members is
that the meadows they help
create range in size from small
garden lawns to fields covering
several hectares. For a hungry
insect looking for shelter and
nectar, every little helps and
everyone can do their bit.

Green hay being mowed and baled
with mower purchased by the People’s Postcode Lottery award

During 2020 an award from
People’s Postcode Lottery has
meant that the Stepping
Stones project has been able
to support the MMG in several ways. A grant of over
£60,000 has been made to
the MMG via Stepping Stones,
and used to purchase vital
machinery, buy tools, and
employ contractors. Staff
time has also been made
available to help support the
MMG as they continue to
grow their membership and
increase their influence. Next
year (Covid permitting!)
training events and public
engagement work will also be
supported by this funding.
We are grateful to the support
of players of People’s Postcode Lottery who have made
this possible.

Page 5
economic development of both
sectors whilst helping farming
and tourism fit within a sustainable, landscape-scale vision for the area as a whole.

Mowing verges at Edgton

Our work with local communities
There is growing awareness and willingness among local people to
become involved in nature conservation activities in their local area. The Stepping Stones project is exploring ways to support and
build upon the good work of established local community groups
such as the Marches Meadow Group, Restoring Shropshire’s Verges, Caring for God’s Acre and four local community wildlife groups.
These local community and volunteer-based groups are undertaking important environmental work that enhances the quality, quantity and connectedness of wildlife habitats within the Shropshire
Hills. Stepping Stones is keen to help these groups extend their
reach and impact across the programme area.

Stepping Stones Project field trip in March 2020

At the time of writing the
immediate future of the
Stepping Stones project is
uncertain, due to the disruption caused by Covid-19 and
the knock-on impacts on the
availability of funding to
continue the project in 2021.

However, the Stepping
Stones vision is a 50-year
vision and we will continue to do all we can to secure the continuation of
the project in 2021.

To find out more about Stepping Stones, including events and other ways to get involved, please email
Charlie Bell
charlie.bell@nationaltrust.org.uk or visit www.nationaltrust.org.uk/carding-mill-valley-and-the-long-mynd/features/stepping-stonesproject
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A Faster Way to Collect Meadow Seeds
by John Bacon

A

t the start of 2020
the MMG decided
to look at options
for speeding up and
increasing the volume of seeds
collected from flower meadows
to make them available for
owners wishing to enrich or
create their own meadows.
Over twenty techniques and
pieces of equipment were reviewed, ranging from the simple ‘scissors and paper bag’
hand collection methods right
through to commercial-scale
tractor driven ‘brush harvesters’.

•

Sufficient operating capacity – several acres a day

•

Able to access donor sites along narrow lanes often with
narrow gateways - so small enough and light enough for
transport in estate cars or small car trailers.

•

Able to work on uneven or sloping sites.

•

Able to leave the sward in a fit state for the taking of successive seed collections and a final hay crop – so not flattened!

•

Suitable for operation by volunteers as well as contract operators.

•

Availability of suitable traction unit to pull/drive the harvester.

•

… and last but not least be within available budget!

The chosen technique or machine had to meet as many as
possible of the requirements
listed in the box:
This list of requirements quickly ruled out most of the available options. Hand-collection or handoperated equipment was clearly too small scale - though for those of us looking for a peaceful past-time
these would carry on being used and enjoyed. Also ruled out at the other end of the scale were the commercial large combines and tractor-driven brush harvesters.

The Grass Grabber

That left just two credible options! The ‘E-Beetle’ (http://www.holosem.ch/ebeetle/angebot) . and
the ‘Grass Grabber’ (https://www.grassgrabber.com.au/ ) Although the E-Beetle was our favoured
option it was well outside our budget. We have therefore gone with the more cost-effective Grass
Grabber
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And the challenge of buying a machine from
the other side of the world!
Buying a machine from abroad
with a twelve-hour time difference, with only a manufacturer’s video to watch and all exchanges by email, can be a
challenging experience! Checking all the mechanical and
technical aspects without a
hands-on opportunity was not
ideal.

•

So yes, when the machine arrived, we did find a few gremlins needing to be dealt with for
use in the UK’s thick grassy
meadows. These included:

•

•
•

•

a change of brush from the coarse bristled ‘black’ one to a
softer ‘blue’ one
a handle that did not fold in half for transport …. but it
could be removed by undoing 4 bolts
height adjustment that was a real fiddle …. though we
found simply lifting or lowering the handle easily pivoted
the brush height to cater for variable height of seed heads
from one metre to the next
the engine did not drive the wheels, only the brush …. so
very good for the constitution!
when working in very-long, dense grass, there was wrapping around the ends of the spindle as the machine tried to
justify its name! Plywood discs and DIY guards have solved
that issue. (Thanks to design gurus David Poynton, Simon
Cooter, Rob Rowe and yours truly)

The Grass Grabber at work

Once the above issues had been
sorted then user satisfaction
scores have moved up from ‘5 to
6 out of 10’ to a much more
respectable ‘8 or 9 out of 10’.
We really do now have a ma-

chine that collects a very usable
sample of seeds – 250 grams of
Devil’s Bit Scabious seeds are hidden (in the picture) under the few
stalky bits after just 30 minutes

collecting! Even better, the low
impact passage of the harvester
means that the same meadow
can be collected several times as
early and late species mature
their seeds.
We will use this winter to firm
up design modifications and
then look forward to plenty of
use next season as we work to
conserve and enhance our fantastic meadows.

The E-Beetle looked a really
great machine widely used on
European alpine meadows. Although it was our favoured option - especially as it was battery
driven and quiet - it was unfortunately way over our budget at
an imported price in excess of
£17,000! Pity!
30 minutes’ worth of Devils Bit Scabious seeds (hidden)

The MMG very gratefully acknowledges the financial assistance to purchase the Australian seed
brush harvester provided from the Shropshire Hills AONB Conservation Fund and the Stepping
Stones Project (supported by players of People’s Postcode Lottery)

Scything update 2020

Page 8

by Simon Cooter

W

ell there’s not a
huge amount
to report this
year as most
scything events were cancelled
due to Covid. The usual April
peening day was cancelled due
to lockdown, so I took all the
Stiperstones blades home and
peened them in the garden in
the lovely sunshine that we
were having at that time. I
also produced a video of the
peening, which can be seen on
the Middle Marches Community Land Trust website. Peening is the hammering of the
blade to reprofile the edge and
is generally done at least once
every season. However this is
often the part of scythe
maintenance that people are
most scared of, not surpris-

pily do so, and this offer was
taken up by quite a few people,
so I probably annoyed my
neighbours with the incessant
hammering of 20+ blades.

Not too close!

Most courses and scything sessions were cancelled early on,
so there was a fair bit of lone
bracken scything going on for a
while. However scything is one
activity that we were able to get
our Stiperstones volunteers
started on fairly quickly as it’s
easy to social distance when
wielding a scythe. So they did
manage to get out for three
sessions, and all of our targeted
bracken areas got their three
cuts this year. Three cuts in the
year is what is required to really

ingly since you are attacking
your precious scythe blade
with a hammer. For this reason I did put out the offer that
if anyone wanted me to peen
their blade that I would hap-

make a difference when trying
to reduce the cover of bracken.

Scything bracken on Stiperstones

One scythe training session was
held, mostly for Stiperstones
volunteers, but also for a few
folk who had got in touch requesting a course.
Unfortunately with the cancellation of the Hay Meadow Festival this year we were unable
to run the Shropshire scything
competition this year. Fingers
crossed for next year.

Our Facebook Page and Website
by Martin Bonathan

W

hile our website
has been running successfully for the past
three years, we took the decision a year ago to set up an
MMG Facebook page in order
to provide a better means of
sharing experiences, ideas,
thoughts and questions
amongst members of the
group. Given the range of understanding and familiarity
with Facebook across our

membership we weren’t sure
how well this would work. As it
turned out, we didn’t need to
worry. The page was created in
August 2019 and has proved to
be a very useful way of keeping
up with activities and events,
asking questions, seeking advice and generally keeping in
touch. This has been particularly important this year as we
have been unable to meet
physically and much of our

planned programme has had to
be cancelled. A cursory look at
the Facebook page shows that,
despite this, there has been lots
of activity. Other articles in the
newsletter will also back this
up.
The Facebook page is still a
private group at the moment,
which means that only members of the group can post or
see other posts. We have 26
Facebook members but it is
open to all members of MMG,
so it’s just a matter of getting
onto the page and asking to
join!

Miscellaneous Ramblings
Our Fields
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by Rob Rowe

Training events

Six or seven years ago the Monmouthshire Meadows Group and the
Parish Grasslands Project both produced A4 sized colour booklets
which told stories from members about their experiences with their
own meadows ranging from large expanses of pasture to small
patches in the garden. These were illustrated with colour photographs with plenty of stories, experiences and information from
lessons learnt along the way.
It seems a good time for the Marches Meadow Group to start collating stories and photos from our members to produce something
similar and tell our story. I have mentioned this to a few people
some of whom are keen to have a go.
This is not something with a looming deadline but more an aspiration……...and something I think of as a winter job, the writing anyway, perhaps not the photographs! If any members are interested in
pursuing this idea please let me know.
PS I recommend having a look at Sarah Jameson's blog ‘We bought
a field’ for inspiration.

As part of the PPL project I
was supposed to be leading
several training events to help
people learn more about the
plants in their meadows. Initially this all went out the window due to Covid but then we
made a couple of short meadow videos which I sent out for
comment and which received
a lot of positive and helpful
comments.
It was then decided to run
some training events and
meadow visits with a maximum of six people. With a
really good response of people
wanting to come we ended up
repeating the sessions to accommodate everybody.

https://sarahnewinvention.wixsite.com/we-bought-a-field

This year more than any other
I think this has provided a
social service as much as
learning skills as people were
so hungry for other human
contact!

Yellow Rattle
I feel like a big dealer at the
moment. In the garage is a
large sack and on the bench a
pair of kitchen scales and
many smaller bags with varying amounts weighed out. No,
not a drug dealer but a Yellow
Rattle dealer, that wonderful
meadow creation tool of a
plant , which was ordered
wholesale from Forestart after
our interesting and intriguing
visit there back in July.

RSVP
Restoring Shropshire's Verges Project has been formalised as a group.
With new machinery provided by support from People’s
Postcode Lottery we are cutting and collecting from
more verges. Two of these in
particular are small meadow
sized, one at Nind and the
other at Acton, both of which
will be scarified and have
Yellow Rattle and meadow
seed sown.

Finally delivered in the first
week in September, I have
been distributing it around
the county to various MMG
customers. Rob Lee from
Forestart wrote to say that
this year there were 400,000
seeds per kilo, so something
like 8 million seeds have been
distributed ……..could hopefully have quite an effect
across the landscape!

Middle Marches Community
Land Trust
For anybody that has not come across the Middle Marches Community Land Trust please have a look at our website.
[middlemarchescommunitylandtrust.org.uk]
One of our founding aims was to purchase areas of conservation
interest. We have nearly secured the purchase of Cudwell meadow in Church Stretton on behalf of the Stretton Wetland Interest Group and we have several other projects in the pipeline.
Also to be found on the site are a few small meadow and verge
videos we made during lockdown.

Surveys 2020
I did twelve surveys in total for the group this summer. It came
as a welcome relief to be allowed to visit others properties. Among
the many I visited for me the most interesting and rewarding part
was visiting a group of meadows to the north east of the Long
Mynd in an area I hardly knew. From this, a loose network of
owners in that area has developed.
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The Committee
We are always looking for new members, so if you, or
your friends or neighbours have a meadow that needs
managing or you are just interested in the project please
get in touch with us. You can do this via our website or
by contacting either David Poynton, the chair of our
committee or our secretary, Richard Small.

David Poynton

Chair

Richard Small

Secretary

Paul Simon

Treasurer

Siobhan Reedy

Membership

Martin Bonathan

Publicity

Rob Rowe

Events

Richard Keymer
Roger Lambertsen
Simon Cooter (NE)

Their email addresses are:
David Poynton

d.j.poynton@gmail.com

Richard Small

richard.w.small@gmail.com

John Brayford
Adrian Donnelly

Please have a look at 0ur website to learn more about the group or access our contact and membership forms . If you are already a member you can also access our Facebook Page, Marches Meadow Group.

Marchesmeadowgroup.com

In addition to the Marches
Meadows Group Programme the opportunity
exists to attend the
“Community Wildlife
Groups’ Plant Group”
events organised in the
Camlad, Rea Valley and
Upper Onny areas and
events organised by the
Middle Marches Community Land Trust

